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Campton and Chicksands Walks 

 

Title 
Start Point 
Walk Number 
Walk Type 
Distance 

Shefford Hardwicke 
Campton Church 
4 
Circular 
5.6km, 3.5miles 

 

Description 

This route takes you through Campton Plantation, onto a permissive path to Shefford 

Hardwicke Farm and then along a pavement into Shefford. There is a riverside area with 

benches in Shefford where you can take a break and visit cafes and shops. 

On the return trip you walk along the High Street and Ampthill Road back to Campton. 
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Leave Church Corner by walking along Rectory Road, passing Campton Manor and the 

school on your left. The Glebe fields will be on your right. Continue round the right-hand bend 

along Priory Rd until the road meets the roundabout. Keep on the right-hand pavement past 

the roundabout.  

 

 

Cross the A507 at the Pelican Crossing 
and walk into Campton Plantation on 
your left. You will see an information 
board with details of the woodland ahead 
of you. 

Figure 1 Campton Plantation Information Board  
 

 

 

In the woods you will see an interesting 
selection of wood carvings. 
 

Figure 2 One of the many Wood Carvings within the Plantation  
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Walk past two yellow topped marker posts 
indicating the direction of the path. At a third 
post, bear left walk through the trees to a 
bridge. 
This is the first of two bridges, the first one 
marks the boundary of the wood, the 
second bridge will be in sight, just a short 
distance ahead. 
 

Figure 3 The path route through the Plantation  
 

 

Beyond the second bridge, there is a 
path that leads off to the left towards the 
Military Base perimeter fence. However, 
take the path straight ahead shown in the 
photo Figure 4. This permissive path 
follows the hedge in the photo. 
The path ends at a left turn onto another 
small bridge. 

Figure 4 The second bridge leading to the Permissive Path  
 

 

Cross the bridge, there is an opportunity 
to sit and rest here on the large log below 
the trees, just visible in the photo Figure 
5.  
Take the path right, through trees and 
follow the hedge on your left. 
On your right in the distance is the busy 
A600 road. After a short distance, the 
path takes a right turn and heads towards 
the road. 
When you reach the road there is a gate 
leading on to the roadside.  
Cross the road, the foot path continues 
directly opposite the crossing point. 

Figure 5 The third bridge  
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After a short distance, the path enters a farmyard*. Note the sign on the round black silo 

‘Busy farmyard beware vehicles’. Walk between the farm buildings with the silo on your right. 

At the log cabin style building turn right and then after a short distance turn left on to a grass 

bordered driveway. 
*No photographs were taken of these private buildings. 

 

 

Walk along the driveway, beware of 
vehicles. Ahead you will see a bridge. 
This is a disused railway bridge for the 
old Bedford to Hitchin line.  
Pass under the bridge after a short 
distance you will reach the Bedford 
Road B658. Turn right and walk in the 
direction of Shefford. 
 

Figure 6 The disused Railway Bridge  
 

 

 

As you reach the outskirts of Shefford, 
look out for and take a right turn into 
Riverside. 
This is a short residential road that 
leads, not surprisingly to the River Flit 
and a large, grassed area with park 
benches. Turn left and take the foot 
path shown in Figure 7.  
This leads back to the B658 Road. 
Turn right across the bridge and then 
immediately right again, 

Figure 7 Riverside - the River Flit  
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The walk now takes you along the 
other side of the river for a short 
distance before turning to the left away 
from the river. There is another 
grassed park area with benches. 
The path then joins the road, Old 
Station Way. Walking straight on, the 
route becomes a pedestrian walkway 
and emerges on the High Street 
between the Scout’s Hut and Rose 
Buds Restaurant and opposite St 
Michael and all Angels Parish Church. 
Turn right and walk up the High Street, 
which becomes Ampthill Road after 
the roundabout. 

Figure 8 The River Bridge  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Use one of the two Zebra Crossings you will 
see, to cross the road. 
Continue along Ampthill Road until you 
reach the left turn on to Campton Road, 
take this road, which is a cul-de-sac for 
motor vehicles. Opposite the Cemetery the 
path enters an underpass of the A507 Road. 
You emerge on Gravenhurst Road. You will 
pass farm buildings and Glebe Fields on 
your right. Continue along Gravenhurst 
Road back to the Church and the starting 
point of the walk. 

Figure 9 Campton Road  
 

 

 


