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Campton and Chicksands Walks 

Title Sandy Smith and John Bunyan Trail 
Start Point Campton Church 
Walk Number 8 
Walk Type Circular 
Distance 10.5km, 6.5miles 

 

Description 

This is a long walk of over 6 miles with some hills to traverse and it requires crossing the 

busy A507 road. It includes some paths that are not well maintained, overgrown and that are 

often muddy after rain. Consequently, parts of the walk are not suitable for young children 

and especially not children’s pushchairs.  

This walk is recommended for capable walkers, people who can spend a whole morning or 

afternoon walking, it is also a good idea to take a drink and snack with you.  

The benefit of this walk however is that it takes you to parts of the Parish that are seldom 

walked and provides excellent views in all directions of the surrounding countryside. 

For legibility, for this long walk, the map is divided into three sections. 
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Walk along Rectory Road away from the 
Church. The road takes a sharp right into 
Priory Road at the point where this 
photograph was taken, however continue 
along what is still Rectory Road towards the 
mobile phone mast. 
The Foot Path sign can be seen in the 
photograph on the left. 
 

Figure 1 The corner of Rectory and Priory Road  
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With the telephone mast on your left, follow 
the path straight on towards the far trees. 
The path runs parallel to the A507 which 
you can see to your right in the distance. 
This exposed section of the walk is a 
favourite for dog walkers.  
When you reach the far trees approximately 
1,260metres in to the walk, the path takes a 
right turn. The narrow often muddy path is 
enclosed both sides by trees, on the left is 
Beadlow Golf course. The path ends at the 
side of the A507 road. 

Figure 2 Foot path parallel to the distant A507  
 

 

After crossing the A507 road, turn left and 
follow the path adjacent to the A507. This 
is in the direction of Clophill, look out for 
cyclists. 
You will eventually see a bridleway on the 
right. 

Figure 3 The path and cycle way along the A507  
 

 

At the point where the path 
ends, turn right from the 
A507 on to the bridleway 
next to a house. You are 
now over 2,000metres into 
the walk. 

Figure 4 The A507 and path junction  
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Just a few minutes after 
leaving the A507 behind 
you, you will see a 
footbridge ahead. 
However just before the 
bridge, there is a path 
leading off to the right. It 
is unfortunately a dead 
end; it ends at the fence 
that encloses the 
Chicksands Estate. 
However, the fact that it 
leads nowhere adds to 
its charm, it makes it a 
very secluded place, 
there is a bench halfway 
along, where you could 
sit all day and see no 
one else. 

Figure 5 The dead-end path leading to the Chicksands Estate fence  
 

 

The footbridge crosses 
the River Flit, on the 
right is sign about the 
Sandy Smith Nature 
Reserve (SSNR), a 
description of this 
wetland and the wildlife. 
 
Walk across the bridge 
following the path, on 
the left you will pass the 
Old Dairy.  

Figure 6 SSNR Information board  
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In just a few minutes you will 
reach a point that can be 
accessed by car via Clophill 
and Beadlow. Dog walkers 
park here and use the SSNR 
paths to exercise their dogs. 
Walk straight on past the cars 
and around the gate in the 
photograph. The road goes off 
to the left. The straight path 
climbs gently towards the 
trees in the distance.  

Figure 7 SSNR parking area  
 

 

With its high elevation within 
the Nature Reserve, this path 
provides an excellent view of 
the whole Reserve to the right.  
There is fork in the path, take 
the right path as indicated by 
the sign. 

Figure 8 SSNR path fork  
 

 

 

At the top of the gentle climb, the Nature 
Reserve path turns right. However, take the 
narrow path shown in the photo bordered 
on the left by the MOD fence. 
One seasonal point of note, just within the 
MOD fence and to the left of the photo, this 
area is a beautiful carpet of bluebells from 
mid-April to late May.  
At this point you are 3,200metres into the 
walk. 
 

Figure 9 Path leading away from the SSNR  
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The path, now surrounded by trees takes a 
twisted route to the crest of the hill. The 
fenced off MOD area is evident. The path 
is worn and well signed so there is little 
opportunity to lose your way in this section. 

Figure 10 MOD fenced area and path  
 

 

Leaving the wood behind you, at the top of 
the hill, there is more evidence of the MOD 
facilities and the firing range. It is very clear 
where not to walk. 
If the firing range is active a red flag flies 
and the path is closed. 
The area is also used by a Clay Pigeon 
Shooting Club.  
 

Figure 11 The hilltop and prohibited paths  
 

 

 

After a relatively flat hilltop, the path now 
takes a downhill route down some steep 
steps between trees. 

Figure 12 Steep steps  
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A gate that at first appears to be closed has 
an opening wide enough for walkers. 

Figure 13 The gate that appears to block your path  
 

 

The path now follows a farm track with a 
hedge on the right. To the far left is 
Chicksands Wood. 
The path drops into a small valley before 
climbing again. 
The route gets closer to Chicksands Wood, 
but the wood remains on the left of the 
walk. 
 

Figure 14 A view into the valley  
 

 

The path climbs again until it reaches a 
marker next to a pond. This is an ideal spot 
to sit and rest, have a drink, a snack and 
admire the view. 
The path follows around the pond to the 
right of the sign, 
You now have completed 5,000 metres of 
the walk and this is approximately the 
halfway point. 

Figure 15 The pond and way marker  
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From the pond, the path crosses a field that 
is used for crops, however the farmer 
ensures that the route is never hidden by 
the crop. The straight path is always visible 
throughout the seasons. 
The path then drops down towards a 
house, the roof just visible in the photo on 
the left. 
The path skirts the garden of the house and 
then intersects the John Bunyan Trail. The 
route to the left takes you to the nearby 
Appley Corner but the route you take is to 
the right. 
 
 
 

Figure 16 The path down to the John Bunyan Trail  
 

 

This section of the John Bunyan Trail has a 
good, all weather, concrete surface, but a 
note of caution, it is used by farm vehicles 
and is popular with cyclists and joggers. 
 
As you walk this straight path it climbs and 
falls, Rowney Warren is on the left and 
open farm fields on the right. The path gets 
gradually closer to the Warren and 
eventually the path runs next to it. 
 
When farm machinery and farm buildings 
come it to view on the right, then this is an 
indication that you are approaching the 
road that intersects the Warren and leads 
into the Military base. 

Figure 17 The John Bunyan Trail  



9 
 

 

© OpenStreetMap Contributors 

  

  

  

  



10 
 

 

When you reach the road, 
turn right and head 
towards the base. At the 
bottom of the slight 
incline, at the mid-point in 
the photo, cross the road. 
This point is 7,500metres 
into the walk. 

Figure 18 The road leading to Chicksands Base  

 

 

Follow the path which 
runs parallel to the brook 
on the left. To the right is 
rising farmlands. The 
path takes a right turn on 
the horizon in the photo 
and climbs up towards 
the fence surrounding the 
Base. It then skirts 
around the Base 
perimeter fence, 
eventually the path heads 
downhill towards the 
Plantation. 
 

Figure 19 The start of the path parallel to the brook  
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The path diverges from 
the base perimeter 
fence and crosses the 
first of two bridges. This 
point is 9,500 metres 
into the walk. The 
Plantation can now be 
seen ahead. After a 
short distance a second 
bridge is crossed and 
immediately you are in 
the wooded Upper 
Alders Plantation. 

Figure 20 The first Bridge  
 

 

There are numerous 
routes through the 
Plantation. A short walk 
will take you to the busy 
A507 road and the 
Pelican Crossing. A walk 
down Priory Road and 
then Rectory Road takes 
you back again to the 
Church and the start of 
the walk. 
You will have completed 
a 10.5km, 6-mile walk. 
You will now deserve a 
rest and a cup of tea. 

Figure 21 The Lower Alders Plantation  
 


