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Campton and Chicksands Walks 

 

Title 
Start Point 
Walk Number 
Walk Type 
Distance 

Crackle Hill  
Campton Church 
3 
Circular 
4.5km, 2.8miles 

 

Description 

This is an easy walk; it includes a steep section of Crackle hill but it is short and the direction 

is downhill. There are good views of Central Bedfordshire from the top of the hill, where you 

will see a gate leading to a footpath to Meppershall. This can be used as an extension to the 

walk and a visit to the Walnut Tree Cafe, play area, post office and Rogers Bakery. Please 

check the relevant websites for opening times. The hill is a popular destination for sledging 

when the snow settles in Winter.  
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Start from Campton Church and 
walk along Mill Lane past the 
White Hart Pub. On reaching 
the wooden gate, marked 
Campton Mill, pass through the 
left-hand side gate leading to a 
footpath on your left. 
 
Continue along the footpath 
between two arable fields and 
over two wooden bridges. In 
between the two bridges you 
will see a wooden bench, 
marked ‘Curly’, who was a local 
gamekeeper. 

Figure 1 Wooden gate at the end of Mill Lane  
 

 

 

After the second bridge turn 
right and then take the right-
hand gate onto a footpath 
leading to the road to Woodhall 
Farm. On reaching the road 
turn right and then take the 
next path on your left 
immediately after the hedge. 
You will see the houses of 
Meppershall on the skyline. 
After about 250m, take the next 
path on your left, on to the 
permissive path shown here in 
figure 2. 
 

Figure 2 Start of the Permissive Path  
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Continue on the permissive path all 
the way around the arable field 
until you see a wooden bench on 
your right (also note the owl box on 
the large tree on the left). 
 
Turn right past the hedge and now 
with the hedge on your right, 
continue along the track to the top 
of Crackle Hill. 

Figure 3 Wooden Bench next to the path  
 

 

Look out for a lovely bench on your 
left called Trundle’s Seat of Life. 
 
After a brief rest on the bench, 
continue along the path. You will 
see a gate leading to Meppershall 
on your left.  

Figure   Trundle’s Seat of Life  
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At this highest point of the walk, you can 
view Meppershall Airfield and Campton 
Church, plus the countryside beyond.  
Turn right down the hill, then alongside the 
hedge until you reach the road. Turn right 
at the road and re-trace your steps back to 
Campton Church. 
 

Figure 5 View from Crackle Hill  
 

 

 


