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Campton and Chicksands Walks 

Title Chicksands Wood 
Start Point Appley Corner 
Walk Number 1 
Walk Type Circular 
Distance 4.5Km, 2.8miles 

 

Description 

This is a circular walk up through the centre of Chicksands Wood using a permissive path, starting 

from Appley Corner. It then follows the Greensands Ridge Walk along the perimeter of the Wood back 

to Appley Corner. The start point for this walk is already a significant distance from Campton and 

Chicksands centres. It could be part of a much longer walking venture or alternatively there are a few 

parking spaces at Appley Corner. 

Generally, the figure numbers also indicate the points on the map where the photos were taken. 
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Walkers are first faced with a large, 
locked vehicle access gate, with a small 
kissing gate to the right. This 
unfortunately limits access for the 
disabled and walkers with a child’s buggy. 
This is a pity because beyond the gate 
the path is wide and well surfaced and 
suitable for all weathers at least for the 
approximately the first 1,000metres.  

 

Figure 1 The start of the walk, just inside the gate  
 

 

The path climbs gradually with woodland 
either side. After 350 metres on the left in a 
small clearing is an Obelisk. 

The Obelisk is in the memory of George 
Montagu-Dunk, 2nd Earl of Halifax 6th October 
1716 to 8th June 1771. There is an inscription 
in memory to the Earl on a plaque mounted on 
the Obelisk. 

As the main path gently rises, off to the left 
and right are several paths perpendicular to 
the main path, these are little used and can be 
very muddy after any wet weather. 

Figure 2 The Obelisk  
 

 

The first section of the path is a 
favourite of dog walkers, 
however as one ventures further 
into the walk it is evident that the 
path is little used and can be a 
little overgrown and muddy at 
times. 
After approximately 1300 metres 
there is a fork in the path. Take 
the right fork as the sign 
indicates (just visible in the 
centre of Figure 3). 
Just beyond this point and close 
to this path on the left, there are 
some concrete structures left 
over from the Second World War. 
 

Figure 3 There is a fork in the path, take the right fork as the sign indicates  
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A seasonal spectacular for 
Chicksands Wood are the 
bluebells, these usually 
flower from mid-April until 
late May. At this time of the 
year bluebells are evident 
from the start of the walk, 
however, if you want to see 
the wood floor blanketed in 
blue then you need to 
venture off the main path and 
generally beyond Point 3 on 
the map and near Point 4. 

Figure 4 Bluebells  
 

 

Without any obvious boundary, a little beyond 
Point 3, the path leaves Chicksands Wood and 
enters Pedley Wood, the path also leaves the 
Parish of Campton and Chicksands briefly. At 
approximately 1,980 metres into the walk and at 
probably the highest point of the walk, there is a 
right turn. The path then leads downwards 
towards a gate. If you miss the turn, in a very 
short distance, you will arrive at the private land 
of Pedley Wood Farm. 

Figure 5 Looking down the right turn  
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The vehicle gate with a kissing gate to the left is on the wood boundary, beyond are open fields and 

the Greensand Ridge Walk. This is a long-distance walk of 40 miles that crosses Bedfordshire with 

brief sections in Cambridgeshire and Buckinghamshire. At Point 6 the walk takes the right route on 

the Greensand Ridge walk. The walk also represents the Northern boundary of Campton and 

Chicksands Parish. 

 

  
Figures 6 The gate leading onto the Greensand Ridge Walk and the marker sign 

 

 

The Greensand Ridge 
Walk is the route taken 
all the way back to the 
start at Appley Corner. 
It is very easy to follow, 
the grass path runs 
along the perimeter of 
Chicksands Wood so 
that the wood is always 
on your right with open 
farm fields on your left.  

Figure 7 The Greensand Ridge Walk follows the perimeter of Chicksands Wood back to 
Appley Corner 

 

 


